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In Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh | Photo Credit: RITU RAJ KONWAR

Since 2018, India’s ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ policies have moved into the phase of Indo-Pacific
policy and strategy. But what we in the national capital interpret as the ‘Indo-Pacific’ is different
from the perceptions of this policy in Northeastern and eastern India. There, the more important
issues still are the need to ensure adequate security, speed up economic development, and
connect better with the rest of India and select South Asian and Southeast Asian nations.
Hence, an effective way to work for a ‘free, open, inclusive, peaceful and prosperous’ Indo-
Pacific is to see how these five characteristics may be made more applicable to our eastern
region.

The Northeast which comprises seven ‘sisters’ or States and one ‘brother’, Sikkim, has been
witnessing transformation as it heads towards better security conditions and development.
Recent participation in policy conversations in Imphal, the capital of Manipur, one of the four
States bordering Myanmar (Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram are the others) —
helped in clarifying local needs and priorities. Separately, wide-ranging interactions with the
intelligentsia and artists in Kolkata shed light on how this major metropolis views the Indo-Pacific
from the lens of culture. A key takeaway is that by absorbing and factoring in the perspectives of
stakeholders at the ground level, the Indo-Pacific policy can deliver better results.

Both Indo-Pacific conclaves were hosted by the Asian Confluence, a think tank leading in the
study of India’s Northeast. The first was in partnership with the Ministry of External Affairs and
Manipur University, and the second had the United States Consulate General in Kolkata as the
partner.

The view from Manipur was that security conditions have improved significantly since the
Bharatiya Janata Party came to power in Manipur in 2017. However, the core issues behind the
insurgency have remained unresolved. The way forward was to address them substantially and
accelerate the pace of development. A notable contrast in security assessments of the
authorities and others came to the fore. The official perspective was that the pernicious
phenomena of smuggling, drug trafficking, transnational border crime, insurgent activity, and the
influx of refugees (from Myanmar) represented serious non-traditional threats. China was viewed
as a ‘constant player’ behind these nefarious activities. This has necessitated vigilance and strict
action by the Assam Rifles and other security agencies.
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Others representing local communities, however, expressed concern over the insensitive
handling of those engaged in lawful exchanges with the neighbouring countries. A balanced
view indicates that considerable scope exists for more effective and people-sensitive border
management in the future.

The Northeast is on the right path to concentrate on economic development. More is awaited
through improvement in roads linking northeastern towns and job creation for thousands of
graduates produced by local universities. Manipur needs to be promoted as the hub of medical
tourism for other Indian States and neighbours such as Myanmar. The State’s research and
development facilities to leverage the region’s biodiversity should be expanded. Accelerated
development requires increased investment by Indian corporates and foreign investors as well
as better management.

Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh underscored the potential of the Northeast as an engine
of growth. He urged the strategic and business community to contribute to crafting a concrete
blueprint for leveraging opportunities relating to commerce, connectivity, and human capital
development.

At Kolkata, intellectuals and performers in the cultural domain from India, the U.S., Japan,
Thailand, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh reflected on the Indo-Pacific construct’s cultural
dimensions. An ambitious endeavour by 75 artists from nine countries highlighted the region’s
‘unity in diversity’ through music, dance, drama, and cuisine. Clearly, expanding the reach of
cultural diplomacy and people-to-people cooperation through greater educational exchanges,
tourism, and trade is desirable. Harsh Vardhan Shringla, former Foreign Secretary, aptly
stressed that the “shared culture, history and mutual social threads that tie the region with India
[are] also an important component towards fostering regional cooperation”.

Md. Shahidul Haque, former Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh, holds the view that moving
beyond geopolitics and geo-economics, neighbours should focus on “the geo-cultural
dimension” of the Indo-Pacific. Diplomats from the region agree on the importance of expanded
people-related cooperation which would lead to wider acceptance of the Indo-Pacific and
consolidation of the Quad. U.S. Consul General (Kolkata) Melinda Pavek projected her country
as “a proud Indo-Pacific nation,” emphasising that it was “incumbent on us to fortify our historical
and geographic ties” to face future challenges.

Two common threads have emerged from recent exchanges. First, the growing significance of
the Bay of Bengal region permeates the thinking of scholars. The concept of the Indo-Pacific
seems distant, but the moment it is perceived as the outer circle of the Bay of Bengal and its
littorals, it comes closer to home. Therefore, member-states need to invest more in the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) to enhance
its effectiveness. Second, in implementing India’s Indo-Pacific strategy, voices from Northeast
and eastern India must be heard. Thus, beyond ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ lies ‘Think and Relate
East’, especially within our own country.

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House, and a former Ambassador to Myanmar
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The Government launched its year of the G-20 presidency on December 1 with some pomp, and
100 monuments from Kashmir to Kanyakumari lit up with India’s G-20 logo symbolising the
motto “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, or “one earth, one family, one future”. In an editorial essay,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi committed to making India’s year of chairmanship as one that will
focus on “healing our ‘One Earth’, creating harmony within our ‘One Family’ and giving hope for
our ‘One Future’”. There are plans for about 200 G-20 meetings across India. The preparatory
and ministerial meetings will culminate in grand plans for a G-20 Summit, which will bring
leaders of the ‘P-5’ countries and others to New Delhi next September. India has taken the
baton from Indonesia, which had a difficult time in even scheduling meetings and ensuring full
participation due to differences over the Ukraine war. There was even uncertainty till the end
over whether all major leaders would attend; whether they would agree to a joint photo-
opportunity (they did not), and whether there would be a joint statement — which was eventually
forged. Like Indonesian President Joko Widodo, Mr. Modi will have to travel abroad to ensure
that all G-20 leaders and invitees attend at the highest level. And officials will have to burn more
midnight oil to achieve consensus on statements.

Symbolism and logistical coordination aside, the Government has a tough task ahead in
conducting substantive negotiations to bring together a comprehensive G-20 agenda, where
officials said they would focus on counter-terrorism, supply chain disruptions and global unity. In
2008, the first G-20 summit-level meeting in the U.S. was during a moment of crisis for the
world’s financial systems. In 2022, the task for Mr. Modi and his team is equally crucial, given
the lasting effects of the Russian war in Ukraine, western sanctions on energy that will deepen
this month, economic downturns, pandemic worries and climate change issues that are testing
the foundations of globalisation and an interconnected global economy. In his editorial, Mr. Modi
said India would forge its G-20 agenda through its tradition of “collective decision-making” that,
like India’s national consensus, would be made “... by blending millions of free voices into one
harmonious melody”. At a time India itself faces economic distress and social and communal
tensions, the Government should be prepared for more scrutiny on upholding such ideals.
Having raised the pitch on India’s global prominence as G-20 President, and its power to shape
the global narrative, the Government may find that with great power comes great responsibility,
and a greater spotlight on its ability to translate its global dreams into the domestic landscape as
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The 1st Sherpa Meeting of India’s G20 Presidency commenced today, on 04 December 2022, in
Udaipur Rajasthan. A series of briefings and interactions with the media and a side event on
Transforming Lives at the Midpoint of the 2030 Agenda: Accelerating Achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals in an Era of Cascading and Multiple Crises were organised.
The day also witnessed the arrival of Sherpas and delegations of various G20 nations and
heads of invited International Organisations at Udaipur. Various Rajasthani cultural activations
were carried out to welcome the delegates and showcase to them the tradition of Indian
hospitality and performing arts. 

An informal press interaction was organised with media persons across television and print
media in the backdrop of Udaipur’s famous Lake Pichola. India’s key priorities for the upcoming
year, spanning across resilient economic growth, climate action, women-led development and
more were discussed. The structure of India’s G20 Presidency and various working and
engagement groups were explained during the briefing. Priorities of the working groups were
also highlighted. It was reasserted that in spite of facing several global challenges, India will
advocate a sense of oneness for all and find solutions collectively with other nations. There was
also focus on India’s stand as a voice for the global south. 
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past seven years, India has been at the forefront of adopting, implementing, and monitoring the
SDGs and localising it to suit the subnational and local realities. While there is a long way to go,
many of India’s programmatic interventions have been successful in creating impact at scale.
India’s innovative approaches, tools and experiences in areas such as digital transformation
especially ‘data for development’, just green transition, women-led development, and economic
growth for SDGs offer a variety of good practices and lessons learned, from which other nations
can benefit to address their own challenges to SDG acceleration. The side event witnessed
fruitful discussions on how these four accelerators can help overcome many of the obstacles
that the 2030 Agenda currently faces due to the cascading and multiple crises the world faces,
as it reaches the midpoint of the SDG journey. In the welcome note to all delegates, India’s G20
Sherpa Amitabh Kant stressed on India’s belief that every crisis is an opportunity and leadership
is about finding path breaking solutions in the midst of crisis. He focused on the onerous
responsibility on all G20 sherpas to give shape to a new future. At the end of the discussion, the
panel concluded that the G20 platform is in a unique position to provide leadership and financial
resources and work together to bring the world back on track to achieve the SDGs.

 The Jal Sanjhi art form is an incredible 300-year-old Rajasthani rare art form where the canvas
is the surface of water. Mr. Rajesh Vaishnav, a Jal Sanjhi Artist, created a beautiful piece of art
for all the guests to view and appreciate. The Desert Music Symphony led by the renowned
Sangeet Natak Academy awardee, Shri Gazi Khan Barna including maestros of both the Langa
and Manganiyar folk musical linage of Rajasthan delivered a memorable performance for the
guests. Apart from presenting folk music, the program also showcased an ensemble of
Rajasthani folk musical instruments like kamaicha, sindhi sarengi, surinda, algoza, matka, murli,
dholak, khartal, bhapang, tandura, morchang, manjira. Going back to the roots, the Desert Music
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Symphony was specially curated to give the esteemed guests an immersive cultural experience,
embedded in the folk tradition of Rajasthan. The Sherpas and members of visiting delegations
also sampled traditional millets snack boxes and Rajasthani bandhini bags. 

The four-day gathering (04-07 December 2022) of the Sherpas of G20 Members, invited
countries and International Organizations will set the stage for the important conversation on
some of the most pressing issues of our time, including technological transformation, green
development and LiFE, spotlighting women-led development, accelerating implementation of the
SDGs, and facilitating inclusive and resilient growth.

***

RS/AS

The 1st Sherpa Meeting of India’s G20 Presidency commenced today, on 04 December 2022, in
Udaipur Rajasthan. A series of briefings and interactions with the media and a side event on
Transforming Lives at the Midpoint of the 2030 Agenda: Accelerating Achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals in an Era of Cascading and Multiple Crises were organised.
The day also witnessed the arrival of Sherpas and delegations of various G20 nations and
heads of invited International Organisations at Udaipur. Various Rajasthani cultural activations
were carried out to welcome the delegates and showcase to them the tradition of Indian
hospitality and performing arts. 

An informal press interaction was organised with media persons across television and print
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media in the backdrop of Udaipur’s famous Lake Pichola. India’s key priorities for the upcoming
year, spanning across resilient economic growth, climate action, women-led development and
more were discussed. The structure of India’s G20 Presidency and various working and
engagement groups were explained during the briefing. Priorities of the working groups were
also highlighted. It was reasserted that in spite of facing several global challenges, India will
advocate a sense of oneness for all and find solutions collectively with other nations. There was
also focus on India’s stand as a voice for the global south. 

The first side event was a panel discussion on accelerating implementation of SDGs. For the
past seven years, India has been at the forefront of adopting, implementing, and monitoring the
SDGs and localising it to suit the subnational and local realities. While there is a long way to go,
many of India’s programmatic interventions have been successful in creating impact at scale.
India’s innovative approaches, tools and experiences in areas such as digital transformation
especially ‘data for development’, just green transition, women-led development, and economic
growth for SDGs offer a variety of good practices and lessons learned, from which other nations
can benefit to address their own challenges to SDG acceleration. The side event witnessed
fruitful discussions on how these four accelerators can help overcome many of the obstacles
that the 2030 Agenda currently faces due to the cascading and multiple crises the world faces,
as it reaches the midpoint of the SDG journey. In the welcome note to all delegates, India’s G20
Sherpa Amitabh Kant stressed on India’s belief that every crisis is an opportunity and leadership
is about finding path breaking solutions in the midst of crisis. He focused on the onerous
responsibility on all G20 sherpas to give shape to a new future. At the end of the discussion, the
panel concluded that the G20 platform is in a unique position to provide leadership and financial
resources and work together to bring the world back on track to achieve the SDGs.
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 The Jal Sanjhi art form is an incredible 300-year-old Rajasthani rare art form where the canvas
is the surface of water. Mr. Rajesh Vaishnav, a Jal Sanjhi Artist, created a beautiful piece of art
for all the guests to view and appreciate. The Desert Music Symphony led by the renowned
Sangeet Natak Academy awardee, Shri Gazi Khan Barna including maestros of both the Langa
and Manganiyar folk musical linage of Rajasthan delivered a memorable performance for the
guests. Apart from presenting folk music, the program also showcased an ensemble of
Rajasthani folk musical instruments like kamaicha, sindhi sarengi, surinda, algoza, matka, murli,
dholak, khartal, bhapang, tandura, morchang, manjira. Going back to the roots, the Desert Music
Symphony was specially curated to give the esteemed guests an immersive cultural experience,
embedded in the folk tradition of Rajasthan. The Sherpas and members of visiting delegations
also sampled traditional millets snack boxes and Rajasthani bandhini bags. 

The four-day gathering (04-07 December 2022) of the Sherpas of G20 Members, invited
countries and International Organizations will set the stage for the important conversation on
some of the most pressing issues of our time, including technological transformation, green
development and LiFE, spotlighting women-led development, accelerating implementation of the
SDGs, and facilitating inclusive and resilient growth.

***
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German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock’s visit to India and talks with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar have set the stage for a more updated bilateral relationship. The two
sides signed an agreement on mobility and migration that boosts travel for students, researchers
and investors and businesses, and the meeting was preceded by Germany’s agreement to fund
renewable energy projects worth a billion Euros. The year 2022 has seen intense high-level
engagement, as Prime Minister Narendra Modi made two visits to Germany — for the India-
Germany Inter-Governmental Consultations with Chancellor Olaf Scholz in Berlin and the G-7
outreach summit in Bavaria. The leaders also met at the G-20 summit in Bali. In 2023, Mr.
Scholz is expected to be in Delhi, in spring, and again in September for the G-20 summit in
India. On the multilateral stage, Ms. Baerbock, a leader of the German Alliance 90/Green party,
made countering climate change an important issue where New Delhi and Berlin can cooperate
at the G-20 under India’s presidency. Mr. Jaishankar spoke of the need to keep pushing for UN
Security Council reform, where India and Germany have been part of the ‘G-4’ grouping since
2005. Ms. Baerbock also walked back previous controversial comments calling for the “United
Nations track” to resolve the Kashmir dispute; she told The Hinduahead of her visit that she
believes Kashmir is a “bilateral dispute” to be resolved between India and Pakistan only.

The substance of the relationship will be tested in continuing differences over the war in Ukraine.
Mr. Jaishankar’s line to journalists was that India’s imports of Russian oil, a national interest
necessity, remain a fraction of the fossil fuels Europe continues to buy. While this may be
correct, it is also true that the European Union countries have cut all other links with Moscow,
and falling fuel imports are likely to drop further once the December 5 launch of the “oil price
cap” for seaborne imports kicks in. On the other hand, India’s imports of Russian oil have soared
to a whopping 21-fold increase, making Russia India’s biggest supplier. Writing in the Foreign
Affairs Journal, Chancellor Scholz said that the world was facing an “epochal, tectonic shift”,
using the term Zeitenwende or “turning point” to describe the geopolitical transition post Russia’s
war in Ukraine, and accused Russian President Vladimir Putin of “shattering” an international
peace architecture. For India, which inherits the G-20 presidency in the year of this
Zeitenwende, it will be necessary to work more closely with Germany to bring all western
partners on board with Mr. Modi’s plans to forge “global unity”, without letting the deep divisions
with Russia derail consensus on important tasks such as fighting climate change, inequality,
poverty and the digital divide.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/eam-jaishankar-holds-talks-with-german-foreign-minister-baerbock/article66225680.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/eam-jaishankar-holds-talks-with-german-foreign-minister-baerbock/article66225680.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/we-understand-indias-economic-constraints-on-russian-sanctions-oil-price-cap-german-foreign-minister-baerbock/article66223111.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/we-understand-indias-economic-constraints-on-russian-sanctions-oil-price-cap-german-foreign-minister-baerbock/article66223111.ece
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‘Concentration of power in governments and large business monopolies to push faster GDP
growth leads to further unrest’ | Photo Credit: AP

Making predictions of the economic growth of nations — long term, annual, and quarterly — is a
lucrative industry employing many economists, researchers, analysts, and commentators. The
fast growth of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) economies was forecast by
economists at the turn of the millennium. The prediction had a large impact on the public
imagination and on corporate investments.

Some industry leaders in the World Economic Forum (WEF) were wary. They recalled that
economists in the 1980s, extrapolating the remarkable post-war performance of Japan, had
predicted that the 21st century would be Japan’s century. Few economists then had predicted
the quick collapse of the Soviet Union or foresaw China’s remarkable ascent. In the next
decade, Japan’s growth was limping, the Soviet Union was history, and China was the country
investors were being directed to. China was the economic powerhouse in the BRICS projection:
India, Brazil, Russia, and South Africa were the other four.

Whereas economists’ forecasts do not compute the effects of social conditions and domestic
politics on economic policies, strategic thinkers in the Shell Oil company, using methods of
“scenario planning”, had forecasted the collapse of the Soviet Union and integration of the
Russian economy with the West. Shell redirected billions of dollars of investments beforehand
and gained a strategic advantage over its competition.

Responding to its members’ needs, WEF commissioned a “scenario planning” exercise for the
BRICs countries in 2004. WEF collaborated with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) to
prepare scenarios for India’s growth because CII had supported a similar exercise internally in
2000 and knew the methods of scenario planning.

The foundational discipline of scenario planning, which distinguishes it from conventional
forecasting and planning, is “systems thinking”. Scenario planning does not begin with the data.
It starts with listening to diverse points of view about what is going on within a complex system
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at present to understand the undercurrents that will surface and disrupt predictions of
economists’ models. Scenarios depict shapes that a country’s economy may take in the future
depending on changes in social and political conditions with economic growth. Systems’
scenarios include subjective perceptions of poverty and inequality, and also mistrust in
institutions of governance, which are “externalities” to economists’ quantitative models.

The WEF/CII report, ‘India and the World: Scenarios to 2025’ (published in 2005) projected three
scenarios of India’s future depending on the country’s economic policies. India was in an “India
Shining” mood at that time: it was celebrated as “the world’s fastest growing free market
democracy” to tempt western investors away from autocratic China’s even faster growing
economy.

The first scenario looked deeper within India’s current reality at that time. Evocatively labelled
“BollyWorld”, the scenario revealed forces which would dampen growth in the future if not
responded to in good time. The opening of India’s economy had created more opportunities for
private enterprises and rapid increases in the wealth of the top 1%. Millionaires were multiplying.
The imported cars they owned, the expensive clothes they wore, and the champagne they drank
in their parties were celebrated on “page 3” of daily papers. While entrepreneurial spirits were
unleashed and young people aspired to become wealthy, signs of their increasing frustration
were also visible. Violence was not restricted to rural, “Naxal” areas; petty urban crimes, many
violent, were also increasing. Glamour and violence can be mixed for the entertainment of
viewers of Bollywood movies. However, India’s “BollyWorld” economic growth is a real story that
was becoming painful for millions of citizens living in it.

The second scenario was called “ Atakta Bharat”. It showed how increasing inequality and
insecurity could compel the government to impose controls on politics for security, and also
compel it to play a larger role in the economy without adequate resources. A heavy-handed
government would dampen India’s democracy and stall its economy. In both scenarios,
BollyWorld and Atakata Bharat, the “theory of change” is top-down. Change is led by leaders on
top of large organisations in government and businesses. Fortunately, a third, and more
attractive scenario was also visible. Here, the changes that people need are produced by them:
by local leaders of women’s self-help groups; cooperatives for water conservation, and farming
and dairying; and profitable business enterprises based on local production and consumption.
Such “enterprises by the people for the people”, using local resources and local energies, are
more sustainable than top-down, large-scale programmes. The scenarists projected that if
India’s policymakers pursued this model of change, economic growth would be more inclusive,
more environmentally sustainable, and faster too. They called this scenario “ Pahale India”.

These scenarios were made in 2006 before the global financial crisis, to recover from which
governments of the G-7 took actions to save the “too large to fail” financial institutions. The G-7
enlarged to the G-20 to stabilise global financial and economic institutions. There are tensions
within the “BollyWorld” model of top-down, and wealth driven, economic growth the world has
pursued in the last 30 years. Increasing inequality and insecurity around the world, rising along
with “free market” globalisation, have resulted in reactionary forces in many countries, including
China and Russia amongst the BRICs. They have appeared in India too.

Inequalities have further increased; top-down solutions to the global environmental crisis are
producing only more hot air. Violence between powerful countries deploying the latest
technologies is harming millions of innocent people around the world. The Indian scenarists had
pointed to a choice before public policymakers when societal tensions increase in a
“BollyWorld”-like scenario the world seems caught in. One choice is concentration of power in
governments and large business monopolies for imposing more security and pushing faster
GDP growth. This leads to further unrest and “ Atakta” (stalling) economies. The other choice
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revolves around local systems solutions for environmental and economic problems,
cooperatively implemented by communities. This model solves global systemic problems; it also
creates a more harmonious world.

India must promote this model in the G-20 it is hosting this year. It must also adopt this
“Gandhian” approach more determinedly to make “ Pahale India” a reality for all Indian citizens.

Arun Maira is a former Member of the Planning Commission and the author of ‘A Billion Fireflies:
Critical Conversations to Shape a New Post-pandemic World’
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‘Since 2014, no SAARC summit has taken place leaving the organisation rudderless, and
practically dead.’ At the closing session of the SAARC summit, in Kathmandu, Nepal in 2014 |
Photo Credit: AFP

December 8 is commemorated as SAARC Charter Day. It was on this day, 37 years ago, that
the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), an intergovernmental
organisation, was established by Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka to promote economic growth in South Asia. Afghanistan acceded to SAARC later.
However, SAARC has failed abjectly in accomplishing most of its objectives. South Asia
continues to be an extremely poor and least integrated region in the world. The intraregional
trade and investment in South Asia are very low when compared to other regions such as the
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Sub-Saharan Africa.

Pakistan has adopted an obstructionist attitude within SAARC by repeatedly blocking several
vital initiatives such as the motor vehicles agreement, aimed at bolstering regional connectivity.
Deepening hostility between India and Pakistan has made matters worse. Since 2014, no
SAARC summit has taken place leaving the organisation rudderless, and practically dead.

But why bother about SAARC? Because South Asia, that is India’s neighbourhood, is important
for India’s national interests. This is best captured in the current government’s ‘neighbourhood
first’ policy. SAARC is the only intergovernmental organisation with a pan-South Asia reach.
India can judiciously employ it to serve its interests in the entire region. But India, in the last few
years, has been looking at SAARC through the lens of Pakistan. Consequently, the deterioration
in India-Pakistan relations has coincided with the incapacitation of SAARC, much to the delight
of Pakistan. A weakened SAARC also means heightened instability in other promising regional
institutions such as the South Asian University (SAU), which is critical to buttressing India’s soft
power in the region.

A new narrative is that in South Asia, India can successfully use the instrument of bilateralism
over regionalism to pursue its interests. While bilateralism is undoubtedly important, it can at
best complement, not substitute, regional or multilateral efforts. Regionalism has brought
immense success in other parts such as East Asia and Africa. Looking at ASEAN’s spectacular
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success in regional integration, international lawyers Julien Chaisse and Pasha L. Hsieh have
developed the concept of a new regional economic order — a process through which developing
countries search for a trade-development model, based on incrementalism and flexibility; this is
different from the neoliberal model laid down by the Washington Consensus. Regionalism can
deliver prosperity in the South Asian region too, especially because multilateralism is
weakening.

Since South Asia cannot repudiate regionalism, reviving SAARC by infusing political energy into
it and updating its dated Charter will be an ideal way forward. However, in the current scenario,
this is too idealistic. So, the next best scenario is to look at other regional instruments such as
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral, Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
an intergovernmental organisation established in 1997. BIMSTEC comprises five South Asian
nations (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, India and Sri Lanka) and two ASEAN countries (Myanmar
and Thailand). Importantly, Pakistan is not a BIMSTEC member. In recent years, India seems to
have moved its diplomatic energy away from SAARC to BIMSTEC. This resulted in BIMSTEC,
after 25 years, finally adopting its Charter earlier this year. The BIMSTEC Charter is significantly
better than the SAARC Charter. For instance, unlike the SAARC Charter, Article 6 of the
BIMSTEC Charter talks about the ‘Admission of new members’ to the group. This paves the way
for the admission of countries such as the Maldives.

Notwithstanding the improvements, the BIMSTEC Charter, to boost economic integration, does
not contain the flexible participation scheme of the kind present in the ASEAN Charter. This
flexible scheme, also known as the ‘ASEAN Minus X’ formula, allows two or more ASEAN
members to initiate negotiations for economic commitments. Thus, no country enjoys veto power
to thwart economic integration between willing countries. Given the experience of SAARC,
where Pakistan routinely vetoes several regional integration initiatives, it is surprising that
BIMSTEC does not contain such a flexible participation scheme. A flexible ‘BIMSTEC Minus X’
formula might have allowed India and Bangladesh or India and Thailand to conduct their
ongoing bilateral free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations under the broader BIMSTEC
umbrella. This would have eventually strengthened BIMSTEC by enabling the gradual and
incremental expansion of these binding commitments to other members. India should press for
this amendment in the BIMSTEC Charter.

BIMSTEC should not end up as another SAARC. For this, its member countries should raise the
stakes. A high-quality FTA offering deep economic integration — something that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also advocated at the last BIMSTEC ministerial meeting — would be an ideal
step. Likewise, India should explore legal ways to move successful SAARC institutions such as
SAU to BIMSTEC. These steps will give stronger roots to BIMSTEC and enable erecting a new
South Asian regional order based on incrementalism and flexibility, ushering in prosperity and
peace in the region.

Prabhash Ranjan is Professor and Vice Dean, Jindal Global Law School, O.P. Jindal Global
University. The views expressed are personal
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At the handover ceremony during the G20 Summit in Bali, in November | Photo Credit: AFP

As India begins its presidency of the G-20 (Group of Twenty), there is a certain reluctance on its
part to take the bull by the horns and try to end the Russian invasion of Ukraine. India has gone
out of its way to say that Ukraine will not be the centrepiece of the G-20 this year. This position
is because of the fear of failure, especially because of the position India has taken not to
condemn Russia; it is not because the Russian invasion is not the most urgent issue for the
world to resolve. But after the G-20 summit in Bali, Indonesia, in November, there is greater
understanding of the Indian position — as articulated by U.S. President Joe Biden himself.
Considering that the Bali declaration was virtually drafted by India, New Delhi has been
recognised as a potential honest broker who may be able to end the devastating war.

The alphabetical rotation of the G-20 presidency has brought India to the right place at the right
time, especially when the world is looking for an alternative to the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC), which has been paralysed by the veto. Most recently, during the COVID-19
pandemic and the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the UNSC’s credibility hit rock bottom. Any
reform of the UNSC, particularly the expansion of its permanent membership, will be strongly
resisted by the permanent members and a large majority of the General Assembly because it
does not benefit anyone except those who aspire to be permanent members.

Every candidate has a strong opponent waiting to pounce the moment there is any serious
proposal to make the candidate country a permanent member. Among the proposals made in
the last three decades, there is none that can command the votes of the five permanent
members as well as two-thirds of the members of the General Assembly. Although the G-20,
which consists of 19 countries and the European Union (EU), was set up by the G-7 countries in
1999, and upgraded to the level of Heads of State/Government in 2008 to address “major issues
related to the global economy, such as international financial stability, climate change mitigation
and sustainable development”, its composition is such that it looks like it is an expanded
Security Council. It is representative of all the significant countries of the 21st century and is
balanced between developed and developing countries. The present permanent members and
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declared aspirants have been included while Africa and Latin America have also been
represented. The EU represents a very important segment of the global power structure. A
consensus decision of G-20 should be universally acceptable.

A gradual transformation of the G-20 from an economic body to a political body can be initiated
on the basis of the Bali Declaration, which constitutes the consensus in the group on the Russia-
Ukraine war. If the G-20 emerges as peacemaker in Europe, it will attain legitimacy as a group
to promote international peace and security; it can gradually become an alternative to the
UNSC.

The most important difference will be that no one can prevent its meetings by use of the veto.
Care should be taken not to isolate anyone and promote a solution, which is acceptable. Russia
will have to reason out its behaviour rather than threaten the use of the veto to intimidate the
international community. The grave danger of a permanent member waging a war and vetoing
every resolution against it is a reality that the UN should address.

The first step for India to take is to highlight the Bali Declaration and to present a road map
during the preparatory process for the G-20 and persuade the sherpas to take it on its agenda.
The response cannot be negative except by Russia as it has to negotiate as an equal with the
other members of the G-20. If Russia is looking for an escape route, even Russia will accept
India’s role as an honest broker in the process. This will enhance India’s capacity to deal with
the crisis in a formal way within the G-20. It will accomplish India’s ultimate goal of securing the
reform of the UNSC. Once the basic work is done, the UNSC can formalise the decision and
implement it for international peace and security.

Being an honest broker in international peace and security is a role that is not new to India.
Although it has taken strong positions on decolonisation and rights of the developing countries to
play a role as a leader of the non-aligned world, it kept the conversation going among the
protagonists and promoted a balanced outcome. India was the author of several landmark
resolutions of the UNSC on the question of Palestine and administered the healing touch
whenever confrontation developed in multilateral fora. India was a part of efforts made to
prevent the expulsion of Egypt from the Non-Aligned Movement at the Havana summit when the
Arabs turned against Egypt.

Flexibility in negotiations even while being principled in its national position gave India a role in
many situations. As the President of the G-20, the fund of goodwill that India has earned in the
UN will be an asset at this critical moment.

The legitimisation of the G-20 as a global arbiter in international affairs will create a multilateral
instrument where all members are equal. Though it may take a very long time for it to replace
the UNSC, a beginning will have been made in making the UN an effective instrument in
stopping wars and building cooperation. Such an opportunity comes, but rarely in history. It will
be worth the effort even if it only plants the seeds for the beginning of a new UNSC.

T.P. Sreenivasan is a former Indian Ambassador and Governor for India of the International
Atomic Energy Agency. He is also Mentor and Adjunct Professor of Eminence, Somaiya
Vidyavihar University, Mumbai, and the Director General of the Kerala International Centre
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A U.S. Army soldier during an India-US joint exercise or “Yudh Abhyas, in Auli, ttarakhand, close
to the disputed border with China | Photo Credit: AP

If principal contradictions must determine strategic priorities, New Delhi should decide what its
principal contradiction is. The concept of a principal contradiction — one that poses the most
intense challenge to an individual/organisation, and has the power to shape its future choices
and consequent outcomes — is a useful method of optimising and prioritising strategic decision-
making. Whether or not Indian policymakers articulate it as such, China is contemporary India’s
principal strategic contradiction. Every other challenge, be it Pakistan, internal insurgencies, and
difficulties in relations with its neighbours, fall in the category of secondary contradictions.

If so, I would argue that major decisions in New Delhi’s strategic decision matrix should pass the
China test, which amounts to asking and answering a rather straightforward question: “does x or
y decision/development/relationship help deal with the China challenge, or not?” Decision-
makers must then view the decision/development/relationship in the light of this answer. It is not
that secondary contradictions are not important or that they do not add to the primary
contradiction. A perspicacious ‘China test’ can help prioritise strategic decision making in the
longer run, at least as an analytical tool with potential policy utility.

From an operational point of view, the ‘China test’ consists of three distinct elements. First, an
assessment of how a certain Indian decision or a specific regional development squares with
Chinese regional strategy or interests. Second, an assessment of whether India’s decision or a
certain regional development would require India to make modifications at the level of secondary
contradictions. And third, an assessment of whether this would require any major policy changes
internally. Let me highlight the utility of the ‘China test’ using a few examples.

New Delhi has had a complicated relationship with Washington which is increasingly getting
normalised and interests-driven. Despite its withdrawal from the region, Washington is seeking
to re-engage southern Asia (Pakistan, South Asia in general, the Indo-Pacific, and perhaps even
the Taliban). It appears that one of the lessons New Delhi learnt from the standoff with China
along the Line of Actual Control in 2020 was that it was perhaps a consequence of India’s
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growing proximity to the U.S. If so, should New Delhi temper its relations with the U.S.,
particularly in the Indo-Pacific, in the hope that this will keep Beijing’s aggression at bay? Or,
should India continue the strategic partnership with the U.S. irrespective of what China thinks
about it?

What would a ‘China test’ of India-U.S. relations suggest? Given that Beijing seeks to dominate
the region, it is clearly not in its interest to see an American reengagement of the region or
growing India-U.S. proximity. If so, the lack of/lukewarm India-U.S. strategic engagement in the
region is precisely what would help Beijing’s long-term objectives. A China test would suggest
that New Delhi should not give into the short-term temptation of not being on the wrong side of
China given its long-term implications. While the fears of such a relationship irking China may
not be entirely unjustified, they invariably play into the Chinese strategy of boxing India in the
region.

Does the China test require India to pacify its relationship with Pakistan? Let us ask ourselves
the question: “does making (relative) peace with Pakistan help India better deal with China?”
The answer, in my opinion, is a resounding yes. Imagine this. For China, the best-case scenario
is an India vigorously preoccupied with Pakistan which ensures that India is not focused on the
growing threat from China, thereby providing Beijing with the opportunity to displace traditional
Indian primacy in South Asia. So, for India, a course-correction on Pakistan, even if it is only
post facto, is a strategically sensible one.

Let me put that somewhat differently. What India should actively seek is not a balance of power
in South Asia with Pakistan but balancing Chinese power in Southern Asia. Hence, India’s
objective in South Asia should be to seek a pacification of conflicts with Pakistan, so that it can
focus on China. Similarly, India need not oppose the American engagement of Pakistan for the
same reason — it helps prevent Pakistan from going into the China camp completely. A
Pakistan engaged with the U.S. and the West is better for India than a Pakistan shunned by the
U.S. and the West.

India-Russia relations in the wake of the Ukraine war are among the most debated bilateral
relationships in the world today. Let us apply the China test to examine the logic behind India-
Russia relations in the face of western pressure on India to decouple from Moscow. “Does
continuing its relationship with Moscow help New Delhi better deal with the China challenge?”

The answer may not be a straightforward one, but the China test does provide an answer. The
U.S. and its allies would like India to stop engaging with Moscow and condemn its aggression
against Ukraine — which India has refused to do so far. In return, there is on offer greater
accommodation of Indian interests including perhaps diplomatic and political support against
Chinese aggression. There is also the growing proximity between Moscow and Beijing which
reduces the robustness of India-Russia relations. So, does the China test require New Delhi to
continue to engage with Moscow against all these odds? While I am personally convinced that
India-Russia relations are on the wane, there is a strong rationale for New Delhi to continue its
relationship with Moscow — which is China.

Consider this. If indeed New Delhi was to completely break away from Russia (as India’s U.S.
and western partners have asked India to), what would be the likely consequences of such a
decision? Such a decision is most likely to play into China’s hands. For one, in the absence of
an India-Russia relationship, the extent of Sino-Russian cooperation is likely to strengthen, and
India will be cut out of the continental space to its north and west. Second, New Delhi continues
to get discounted energy, cheaper defence equipment (even if some of it has to be retrofitted
with more sophisticated technology from elsewhere), support at the United Nations Security
Council, and Moscow has been understanding of New Delhi’s ‘political sensitivities’ more than its
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western partners. If India decides to break away from Russia, many of these could come to a
grinding halt, and the natural beneficiary of such an eventuality will, undoubtedly, be China. This
could also push Moscow towards Pakistan with or without some nudging from Beijing.

It is also important to note that Moscow is not keen to have China dominate the strategic space
around it and has been keen to balance the growing influence of China in Central Asia with
partners such as New Delhi. New Delhi’s turn away from Moscow will ensure that China gets a
free hand in Central Asia too. In one sense, therefore, the China piece best explains the enigma
called India-Russia relations.

For New Delhi, the message from the China test is a rather straightforward one — smart
balancing China in Southern Asia and beyond must form a key element in India’s grand strategic
planning and decision making.

Happymon Jacob teaches at the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi, and is the founder of Council for Strategic and Defence Research.

COMMents

SHARE

India-United States / India-China / Russia-Ukraine Crisis / Russia / diplomacy / international
relations / unrest, conflicts and war

BACK TO TOP

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1992-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1992-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1988-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1988-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/russia-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/russia-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1979-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1979-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1366-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1366-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1366-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1933/
/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/


Page 26

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-12-15

WARNING SIGN: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON A FRESH
INDIA-CHINA FACEOFF AT YANGTSE IN TAWANG
SECTOR OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

To enjoy additional benefits

CONNECT WITH US

Qatar World Cup 2022France 2-0 Morocco LIVE score, FIFA World Cup semifinal: Kolo Muani,
Hernandez goals keep Les Bleus ahead

December 15, 2022 12:20 am | Updated 02:16 am IST

COMMents

SHARE

READ LATER

Another attempted transgression by the Chinese military, this time in the Tawang sector in the
eastern section of the India-China boundary, has served a reminder of the precarious state of
affairs along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). A crisis which began in April 2020, with PLA
transgressions in Ladakh, in the western sector of the boundary, has now appeared to have
widened to Arunachal Pradesh. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said in Parliament that the
Indian Army had forced the PLA to return to its posts. The Minister’s comments, on December
13, came four days after the incident, details of which were first reported by The Hindu on
December 12. An Army statement confirmed the clash. The Opposition, which has criticised the
Narendra Modi government’s continuing reticence on the China border issue, staged a walkout
after being denied a discussion.

As troubles now flare in Arunachal, the situation in Ladakh still remains unresolved. India is yet
to resume patrolling in any of the five disengagement areas where temporary buffer zones have
been established, while the Chinese military remains on India’s side of the LAC in two other
friction points, in Depsang and Demchok. What is clear is that the Chinese military has decided,
for reasons still unexplained, to unilaterally change how both sides manage what were
previously mutually recognised disputed areas. Managing what has become a live border after
three decades of relative peace, and crafting a modus vivendi with China in this new situation,
has now emerged as a pressing challenge for New Delhi. This is both a military and a political
challenge. Addressing it will require, as a first step, transparency, and taking the Opposition and
public along on an issue far too important to be led by apparent considerations over optics.
Those considerations also appear to be one factor behind the continuing freeze in high-level
political contact with China, with Prime Minister Modi and President Xi Jinping avoiding a formal
meeting at two recent multilateral summits. That the leaders have not spoken for more than
three years, barring an exchange of pleasantries at the G-20 summit, is an untenable situation
as risks continue to rise along the borders. A resumption of dialogue will, at the very least, allow
India to convey its concerns at the highest level. The public also remains largely in the dark on
the events that have transpired along the borders, as well as the developments that led to the
loss of life of 20 Indian soldiers, in 2020. If the Government’s apparent hope was to maintain a
silence until the crisis resolves in due course, the latest clash has served a warning sign that it is

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/several-army-soldiers-injured-in-clashes-with-chinese-pla-on-dec-9-first-incident-of-its-kind-after-galwan/article66254984.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-army-says-20-soldiers-killed-in-clash-with-chinese-troops-in-the-galwan-area/article61668218.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/yangtse-faceoff-no-fatalities-or-serious-casualties-on-indian-side-rajnath-tells-parliament/article66257660.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/uproar-in-parliament-over-india-china-clash-opposition-stage-walkout/article66258606.ece


Page 27

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

nowhere near ending.

COMMents

SHARE

India-China / unrest, conflicts and war / Prime Minister Narendra Modi / Parliament proceedings
/ G20 / Arunachal Pradesh / Ladakh

BACK TO TOP

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1988-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1988-1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1933/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1933/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/Prime_Minister_Narendra_Modi/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/Prime_Minister_Narendra_Modi/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/Parliament_proceedings/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1982-791-684/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1982-791-684/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/94-81/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/94-81/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/139-134-81/
/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/


Page 28

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-12-17

DANGEROUS GAMBLE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
TURKEY’S ATTACKS ON SYRIAN KURDS 

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

To enjoy additional benefits

CONNECT WITH US

Qatar World Cup 2022From Alvarez to Weghorst, here are the top 10 goals of the World Cup so
far

December 17, 2022 12:10 am | Updated 12:34 am IST

COMMents

SHARE

READ LATER

Turkey’s recent attacks on Syria’s Kurdish towns and its threat of a ground invasion could
destabilise the border region, which has yet to recover from the scars of a long civil war and the
violence by the Islamic State (IS) terrorist group. The trigger was the November 13 blast in
Istanbul that claimed six lives. Turkey has blamed the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the
Kurdish militant group operating in its southeastern parts, and the People’s Protection Units
(YPG), a Syrian-Kurdish militia, for the blast (they have denied the allegations) and has carried
out air strikes in Syria’s Kurdish towns. Turkey has reportedly asked the YPG to withdraw from
key towns on the border — Manbij, Tal Rifaat and Kobane — soon and has threatened to launch
another cross-border incursion into Syria if the YPG failed to do so. Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdoan wants to create a buffer zone between the YPG-controlled towns in Syria and
Turkey’s own Kurdish territories, where the state has been fighting the PKK. Ankara sees the
YPG as an ideological and organisational brother of the PKK, which it has designated, along
with the U.S. and European countries, as a terrorist organisation.

Turkey has carried out several incursions in the past into Syria, gobbling up territories now
manned by the Syrian National Army, a rebel umbrella group that is opposed to Damascus and
backed by Ankara. But, Turkey had also come under pressure from the U.S., its NATO partner
that backs a YPG-led militia group, and Russia, an ally of the Syrian regime, which placed
constraints on its operations. However, Russia’s Ukraine war seems to have altered the
geopolitical reality in the region in Turkey’s favour. A preoccupied Russia would not like to
antagonise Turkey, which despite being a NATO member has not joined the U.S.-led sanctions,
and the U.S. would want Ankara’s support for the inclusion of Sweden and Finland into NATO.
This opens space for Mr. Erdoan to up the ante in Syria. But this could be a dangerous bet. The
IS had captured most of these border towns in 2014-15. The YPG, with U.S. help, had fought
hard against the IS to liberate the region. Now under attack, the YPG has already said it would
end patrolling of many towns on the border. A Turkish incursion could trigger further chaos,
which could help Islamist militants to regroup and push the Kurdish population, already victims
of years of wars, into further misery. Instead of taking the military path, Mr. Erdoan should hold
talks with Russia and the U.S., which have better ties with the Syrian Kurds, to find a workable
solution to stabilise the border.
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The Yuan Wang 5 at Hambantota, in Sri Lanka | Photo Credit: AFP

As 2022 comes to an end, the world is embracing a ‘new normal’ where new fault lines are being
reconfigured in the Indo-Pacific. The Indian Ocean and South Asian regions are at the heart of
this contestation, considering their geo-political and geo-economic prominence and India’s
emergence as a major power. As tensions between an aggressive China and an emerging India
intensify, New Delhi’s Quad partners are also making inroads in its backyard, ushering
significant changes in the region.

The contestation for South Asia and the Indian Ocean is not new. China has long tried to mark
its influence in these regions and enhance its strategic ambitions, namely, to limit Indian
influence, military power, and status and to sustain its energy supply and economic growth.
Beijing’s outreach in South Asia increased manifold in the early 2000s with its economic boom. It
began to further its strategic ends in the region through loans, financial incentives, and mega-
infrastructure projects; this became more institutionalised with the launch of the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in 2013. Subsequently, these investments enabled Beijing to access the Indian
Ocean, promote political and security ties in the region, harbour military vessels and
submarines, and take certain islands and ports on lease ( including the Hambantota port of Sri
Lanka).

It is only with the Galwan clashes in 2020 that the Indian strategic thinking is deeming Beijing as
a bigger threat than that of Islamabad. While the possibility of a two-front war persists,
Pakistan’s strategic isolation, economic and political fallout, and border and terror challenges
emanating from Afghanistan have minimised the likelihood of its aggression. On the other hand,
Beijing’s larger strategic and diplomatic presence and grand ambitions have continued to trigger
angst for New Delhi.

After Galwan, New Delhi has re-energised diplomatic efforts in its backyard. In the Maldives,
New Delhi is reciprocating President Ibrahim Solih’s ‘India First’ policy with massive economic
assistance, grants, and infrastructure projects and by also cooperating on maritime security. In
Nepal, Prime Minister Deuba’s government has attempted to improve Nepal’s overall bilateral
relations with India. In crisis-hit Sri Lanka, India, this year alone, has provided economic and
humanitarian assistance and investments worth $4 billion.
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India’s leading efforts in South Asia and the Indian Ocean have also attracted other Quad
members (Japan, Australia, and the United States). Close cooperation has ensued among these
partners to collectively push against China and offer genuine alternatives to the BRI - they have
also been assisting Sri Lanka throughout the crisis. Japan is also finalising its talks with Sri
Lanka on debt restructuring. In the Maldives, Australia and the U.S. have committed to opening
their embassies and new areas of cooperation. In 2020, the U.S. signed a defence and security
framework with the Maldives. Earlier this year, Nepal also ratified the U.S.’s Millennium
Challenge Cooperation (Nepal Compact), much to China’s displeasure.

However, the recent success of India and its partners is unlikely to deter China from furthering
its presence in the region. Such outcome is more unlikely, with tensions rising against India, and
the Quad partners making inroads in South Asia. Earlier this month, the Chinese surveillance
vessel Yuan Wang-5 (it had docked in Sri Lanka in August), re-entered the Indian Ocean. A
similar incident occurred last month when another vessel of the Yuan Wang series entered the
Indian Ocean, coinciding with the test flight of Agni-series missile. Beijing also hosted its first-
ever China-Indian Ocean Region Forum, to institutionalise its presence in the region and
challenge new initiatives such as the Quad and the Colombo Security Conclave.

Beijing will continue to leverage its financial and economic might and political influence in South
Asia. But, most importantly, South Asian countries would also hesitate to completely move away
from China as they hope to exercise their agency by balancing with China and India —
essentially making this competition a ‘new normal’. And this trend will only increase with new
players entering in the region.

Such a balancing outcome is very likely with most South Asian countries now facing economic
and political turmoil. The COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have continued
to haunt the region. Nepal, the Maldives and Bhutan are struggling with depleting forex reserves.
Bangladesh has reached a bailout agreement worth $4.5 billion with the International Monetary
Fund. Sri Lanka is yet to chart its way out of the economic crisis. Energy shortages, inflation,
and negative or slow economic growth are also disrupting day-to-day activities in these
countries. As 2023 marks an election year for a large part of South Asia, these economic
grievances combined with political opportunism will likely fuel more instability in the region.
Ongoing protests in Bangladesh are a mere indication of such upcoming challenges. New Delhi
and its partners which have only started to make recent gains against China, should be ready to
embrace these challenges.

Harsh V. Pant is Vice President for Studies at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New
Delhi and Professor at King’s College London. Aditya Gowdara Shivamurthy is a Junior Fellow
at the Observer Research Foundation

COMMents

SHARE

China / India / diplomacy / international / Japan / Australia / USA / Sri Lanka / Bangladesh /
Maldives

BACK TO TOP

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/281-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/281-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/328-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/328-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1693-1683-1569/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1693-1683-1569/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/336-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/336-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/253-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/253-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/413-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/413-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/398-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/398-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/258-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/258-244/
https://www.thehindu.com/tag/maldives/
/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/


Page 32

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by
logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 33

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-12-22

TIES WITH TALIBAN: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON WHY
INDIA SHOULD STOP ENGAGING WITH THE
REPRESSIVE REGIME

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

To enjoy additional benefits

CONNECT WITH US

December 22, 2022 12:10 am | Updated 12:59 am IST

COMMents

SHARE

READ LATER

In its latest outrageous decision, the Taliban regime has announced a ban on female students
studying in universities. The “cabinet” meeting decision is one in a series that wipes out the
many societal gains since 2001, the last time the Taliban was in power. These decrees include
banning Afghan schoolgirls from studying above grade six, job restrictions and a ban on women
at gyms and public parks, with public floggings for those travelling without male relatives
chaperoning them. In effect, a regime that is growing crueller and less rational by the day, wants
about half the country’s population out of public sight. Making the decision publicly and officially
is the regime’s way of thumbing its nose at the international community by reneging on promises
made during the Doha talks, including establishing an “inclusive” government. The international
community must now review its current policy towards the Taliban 2.0 regime. While no country
recognises the Taliban officially, many openly engage with the regime leaders; more than a
dozen, including India, have diplomatic missions. The Government has sought to explain its
decision to go back into Afghanistan and to even meet with Ministers such as Sirajuddin
Haqqani who were responsible for attacks and killings at Indian missions as pragmatic policy to
ensure India’s security and the smooth delivery of aid. In fact, these policies have only made it
more comfortable for the Taliban to continue to rule, while giving shelter to terrorist
organisations, including those that target India. In addition, New Delhi’s decision to cancel all
visas to Afghans, hurt female students seeking an education in India the most.

Instead of pleading helplessness, there is much that the global community can do,
acknowledging that women’s rights are at the core of the issue with the Taliban, and not just a
“desirable” outcome that is optional in Afghanistan’s future. It must curtail engagement with the
Taliban, which depends on external assistance to run its government structures. Leading nations
should also create platforms outside Afghanistan for non-Taliban Afghan leaders, particularly
women who had been elected in the past, to regroup, organise and voice an alternative vision to
the dark one the Taliban seems set at thrusting the country into. India, as a regional leader,
must review its “hands-off” approach to the people of Afghanistan who have clearly suffered
many deprivations in the past year. Lofty words at the United Nations Security Council and other
international fora have done very little to alleviate those hardships, and even less to further
India’s interests or goodwill amongst a people that it has historically been seen as a good friend
to.
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‘This will only embolden other countries to brazenly pursue unilateralism and economic
nationalism’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

In a significant development in international trade law, four separate World Trade Organization
(WTO) Panel reports have ruled that the tariffs of 25% and 10% on steel and aluminium,
respectively, that the United States (U.S.) had imposed during the presidency of Donald Trump
are inconsistent with WTO law. The cases were brought by China, Norway, Switzerland, and
Turkey.

The WTO panellists held that these tariff rates breached the U.S.’s obligations under Article II.1
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which obligates countries not to impose
tariffs beyond bound rates. Further, these tariffs breached Article I of GATT because they
discriminated between some foreign producers of steel and aluminium over others.

Importantly, the U.S. tried to justify its tariff hikes under Article XXI of GATT which allows
countries to deviate from their trade obligations on grounds of national security. Specifically,
Article XXI(b)(iii) of GATT allows a country to take any action ‘which it considers’ necessary for
the protection of its essential security interests taken in time of war or other ‘emergency in
international relations’. Contrary to the U.S.’s flaccid assertion, the panel held that the national
security rule in Article XXI is not entirely ‘self-judging’. A panel can review the action of a state
taken purportedly to protect its national security. The Panel’s decision on this point is consistent
with previous WTO jurisprudence laid down in the Russia-Transit and the Saudi Arabia- IPR
cases.

The Panel rejected the U.S.’s argument that it increased the tariff rates due to global excess
capacity, which could lead to excessive imports of these two commodities used in defence
production, thus compromising the U.S.’s national security. The Panel held that the situation the
U.S. referred to does not constitute an ‘emergency in international relations’ under Article
XXI(b)(iii) because it lacked severity.

For a deeper understanding, one needs to appreciate the larger political context in which this
dispute arose. Anthea Roberts, Henrique Choer Moraes, and Victor Ferguson argue that the
international economic order today is moving away from the post-Cold War neoliberal order
toward a new geoeconomic order. In the neoliberal order, arguably, economic and security
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interests are relatively independent tracks. Neoliberalism is based on principles such as non-
discrimination in international economic relations and a peaceful settlement of disputes through
neutral international courts. It champions interdependence. These principles are achieved by
legalising the neoliberal order through the creation of global institutions such as the WTO and a
plethora of free trade and investment treaties. When the neoliberal order reigned supreme, the
U.S. as the undisputed hegemon, supported free trade because it did not fear the growth of its
strategic rivals such as China.

Although the neoliberal order is not dead, the avowedly independent economic and security
tracks have started to converge, thus heralding the geoeconomic order. As the difference
between the size of the Chinese and American economies began to shrink at a rapid pace, the
U.S. seems to be giving up on championing free trade and swiftly embracing protectionism. The
Trumpian tariffs wrapped in the cloth of national security, which the Joe Biden administration
also backed, is a classic example of an American consensus on the geoeconomic order. The
increasing use of the national security legalese to justify such economic nationalism is an
attempt to blunt the possibility of international courts reviewing state action. This partly explains
the U.S.’s erroneous argument that the national security defence is ‘self-judging’ and ‘non
justiciable’.

The geoeconomic order will inevitably lead to what James Bacchus calls ‘international trade
lawlessness’. The Biden administration has rejected the WTO Panel’s ruling calling it ‘flawed’.
Consequently, the U.S. will not remove the illegal tariff rates. Regrettably, the U.S. is using this
ruling to double down on its unsound agenda of asking for reforms in the WTO’s dispute
settlement mechanism, which has been a shining star in the otherwise dull sky of international
dispute settlement. The fear of being called out for economic nationalism by the WTO’s dispute
settlement mechanism has led the U.S. to block the appointment of judges to the Appellate Body
— the highest court in the WTO — for the last several years.

The U.S. which always lectures countries such as Russia and China to steadfastly follow
international law is turning its back to the rule-based order. This will only embolden other
countries to brazenly pursue unilateralism and economic nationalism. In many ways, this
unilateralism is reminiscent of the economic nationalism of the dark decades of the first part of
the 20th century that led to the Great Depression and the Second World War. The days ahead
will be trying times for the post-war liberal trade order because its most important chieftain
seems to have lost interest in it.

Prabhash Ranjan is Professor and Vice-Dean, Jindal Global Law School, O.P. Jindal Global
University. The views expressed are personal
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U.S. President Joe Biden and African leaders pose for a photo during the U.S.-Africa Leaders’
Summit in Washington. | Photo Credit: AP

India, through the G20 presidency, intends to be remembered as the voice of the Global South
at the heart of which is Africa. Most of the 54 countries of this continent are developing or least
developed countries. To truly represent the South, it is essential to grasp the mood and changes
in Africa, especially in its external partnerships. This will determine the contribution India can
make to advance the African agenda. In this context, the outcome of the U.S.-Africa Leaders’
Summit needs a critical examination.

The second U.S.-Africa summit was held in Washington from December 13 to 15. The leaders of
49 countries and the chair of the African Union (AU) participated from Africa. U.S. President Joe
Biden, who is yet to visit the continent, played gracious host, discussing the political, security,
and economic cooperation with his guests. The leaders also deliberated on the ways to mitigate
the impact of COVID-19 and future pandemics, respond to the climate crisis, promote food
security and deepen diasporic ties. Mr. Biden declared that African voices, leadership and
innovation are “all critical to addressing the most pressing global challenges” and realising the
vision of a free, open, prosperous and secure world. The U.S. is “all in on Africa and all in with
Africa,” he stressed.

Several important decisions were taken. First, the U.S. announced its support for the AU to join
the G20 as a permanent member. Second, the U.S. said it “fully supports” reforming the UN
Security Council (UNSC) to include permanent representation for Africa. The first assurance is
implementable immediately, provided the U.S. and India overcome likely resistance from the
ASEAN and European Union. But the second is vague since UNSC reform is still far into the
future. Third, a promise for the president and the vice president to visit Africa next year was
made. This will be a refreshing change as no U.S. president has been seen in Africa since 2015.

Summits with Africa are often judged by the quantum of funds external partners are willing to
offer for economic development. The U.S. announced new investments and initiatives, including
$21 billion to the International Monetary Fund to provide access to necessary financing for low-
and middle-income countries, and $10 million for a pilot programme to boost the security
capacity of its African partners. The administration indicated that it planned to invest $55 billion
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in Africa over the next three years, working closely with the Congress.

Nevertheless, the U.S.’s attempts to raise its profile in Africa remain episodic and faulting.
China, on the other hand, has emerged as the largest trading partner and the fourth largest
investor in the African continent, ahead of the U.S., through its steady diplomacy and extensive
economic engagement. In 2021, while U.S.-Africa trade stood at $44.9 billion, China-Africa trade
exchanges stood at $254 billion. The U.S. investment stock in Sub-Saharan Africa was $30.31
billion last year, compared with China’s total investment in Africa of $43.4 billion in 2020.

Here, the U.S. and other nations can take a cue from the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC), established in October 2000. The FOCAC is composed of ministers and leaders of
Africa and China who meet once in three years, alternately in Beijing and an African capital. The
Chinese president participates in deliberations in person or digitally. China has a full-fledged
inter-ministerial mechanism to ensure the timely implementation of FOCAC decisions. The last
meeting, held in Dakar in 2021, expressed support for the Chinese agenda: One-China
Principle, the Global Development Initiative, the Belt and Road Initiative, and the vision of “a
community with a shared future.” It also applauded the decision by the 2018 FOCAC summit in
Beijing to build “a China-Africa community” that strives for “win-win cooperation.” For years, the
Chinese foreign minister begins his annual series of foreign visits by travelling to Africa.
Whatever flaws there may be in China’s economic diplomacy in Africa — and there are many, its
consistent attention to Africa contains a useful lesson.

Just before the Washington summit, Don Graves, the U.S. Deputy Commerce Secretary, noted
that the U.S. had fallen behind as China surged ahead. His claim that the U.S. remains the
“partner of choice” should be weighed against constant feedback received from African leaders
that they do not want to choose. They want the U.S., China, and all other partners to work with
them because Africa’s needs are huge.

India’s equity in Africa is older and richer than that of China and the U.S., but that should not be
a source of complacency. India has striven hard, in the past two decades, to strengthen its
political and economic partnership with Africa at the continental, regional and bilateral levels.
The Modi government created a special momentum in arranging high-level exchanges and
forging cooperation initiatives during the 2015-19 period.

Since then, COVID-19, the economic downturn, the war in Ukraine and border conflict with
China may have contributed to a slowdown. This should be arrested quickly. The G20
presidency is India’s opportunity to ensure that the AU becomes a permanent member of this
grouping and to reflect firmly Africa’s Agenda 2063 for development. India and the U.S. should
work closer together in Africa. Finally, the fourth India-Africa Forum Summit should be held in
early 2024, lest the third summit held in 2015 becomes a distant memory.

COMMents

SHARE

BACK TO TOP

Comments have to be in English, and in full sentences. They cannot be abusive or personal.
Please abide by our community guidelines for posting your comments.

We have migrated to a new commenting platform. If you are already a registered user of The
Hindu and logged in, you may continue to engage with our articles. If you do not have an
account please register and login to post comments. Users can access their older comments by

/termsofuse/
/termsofuse/


Page 40

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

logging into their accounts on Vuukle.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 41

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-12-28

POWER ROLLER-COASTER: ON MAOISTS AND UML
SHARING POWER IN NEPAL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

To enjoy additional benefits

CONNECT WITH US

December 27, 2022 12:20 am | Updated 12:33 pm IST

COMMents

SHARE

READ LATER

There seems to be no limit to the opportunism in Nepal’s top polity. Newly minted Prime Minister
Pushpa Kumar Dahal’s Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist-Centre) was part of a six-party
alliance led by the Nepali Congress that collectively finished just above the absolute majority
mark in the parliamentary elections held in November. The CPN(M-C) won just 11.13% of the
votes, getting 32 seats in the 275-member House of Representatives. The party’s poor
performance was hardly any disincentive for Mr. Dahal to claim the post of prime minister from
his party’s senior partner, the NC. After being denied this, legitimately, in his blatant hunger for
power, he immediately took the expedient route of aligning with the leading Opposition party, the
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) led by Khadga Prasad Oli, securing the
Prime Minister’s post, for a period of half of the term of the new government. The new coalition
led by the UML and the Maoists includes the newcomer Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) and five
smaller parties. The RSP promised a break in the political wheeling-dealing that has
characterised Nepali politics but the fact that it jumped at the first chance to join an opportunist
alliance — its leader Rabi Lamichhane is now Deputy Prime Minister and a Home Minister in the
government — would have belied the hopes of its adherents.

The renewal of the alliance between the two “leftist” parties — barely years after the falling out
between the UML faction led by Mr. Oli and the Maoists led to a change of government with the
NC aligning with the Maoists and a smaller UML faction led by Madhav Kumar Nepal besides
other parties — suggests that the loaves of power, rather than ideology or principle, are what are
more tempting for Mr. Oli and Mr. Dahal. The “Left” alliance had after all broken up due to
legitimate grievances with Mr. Oli’s authoritarian attitude and his manoeuvres to hold on to
power. For Mr. Dahal to repeat his habit of performing political volte-faces and to join hands with
Mr. Oli despite a clear mandate for the pre-election coalition that he was a part of, suggests yet
another period of opportunistic political wrangling that would hamper governance in Nepal. Mr.
Oli has managed to make the best out of an unfavourable situation for his party by securing
nominations to the post of President and Speaker from his party, reportedly as part of the
arrangement with Mr. Dahal, besides gaining plum ministerial posts to help with the usual
politics of patronage. But by subverting mandates for short-term gains, the Maoists and the UML
are only perpetuating instability and lowering the trust of the people in the democratic system in
a country that endured two upheavals to become a constitutional republic..

To read this editorial in Tamil, click here.
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To read this editorial in Hindi, click here.
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